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UNBELIEF—ITS CAUSES 


_ The great underlying sin of the world 
is unbelief. Simple as the principle of 
belief may appear to be, it is the one 
most dificult to. get the world to re- 
ceive. With salvation, as with every- 
big else that is to be learned, under- 
Btood or attained to, belief is the start- 
ing point, the first and consequently the 
foundation principle upon which . the 
rhole structure of knowledge to be 
obtained, happiness to be possessed or 
xaltation to be attained to, rests. If 
nen do not believe in God, they will 
nake no effort to please him, take no 
rouble to learn his designs or will. . If 
hey profess a belief in God, yet will 
lotreceive the testimony of his servants, 
ly message of warning or mercy thus 
’ot unto them will fall upon unheeding 
are, and the merciful designs of the 
ord, with the labors of his servants, 
il be alike fruitless so far as they are 
pucerned who are thus unbelieving, 
tnce it is that inducements are held 
ut to lead mankind to believe, argu- 
ents are produced and all the powers 


41 } reaso 
43 ning brought into play to get 
accept and adopt the 


“dk everything connected with ex- 
ried or in the never-ending 
ave t lies before us, is the founda- 

happiness and bliss. 
"ut this generation is not the only 


™ which this unbeliof has 


AND CONSEQENCES. 


ration has been an exemplification of 


the fact that in unbelief he finds hig 


strongest power over mankind. And, 
strange as it may appear, he induces 
them whispering to 
them that they believe enough—that to 


believe any less than they do would be 


infidelity, and to believe any more would 
be superstition. This hol : 
ther applied to the atheist or the fana-. 
tic.. Each thinks that he believes and 
believes aright, and that all who differ 


me 


good whe- 


from him must of necessity be wrong. ._ | 


Vain self-sufficiency and conceited 
pride lie at the root of it, and like twin. 
serpents keep ever darting their re 
ed fines at the human soul, killing the. 


growing germ of faith when it is kindly 


and humanely planted there. Every 
eneration fanvies and believes itself 
ar ahead of every preceding one in all 
that is worth understan A few 
great minds, who “lived before their 
age,” may be held in esteem; a Oolum-. 


bus, a Shakspeare, a Milton,a Galileo 


and a Newton may each receive their. 
meed of praise from succeeding gene= 
rations, but the present is safar in 
advance of the past that littlegan be 


learned from those who gone 
before us, except it be te’extract know- — 
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by their errors! Thus reasons self- 
sufficiency; and, applying the same 
histries to religion, it rejoices in the 
“full blaze of Guspel light” so gloriously 
shedding its luminous rays upon a 
happy, peaceful and God-fearing world ! 
Abraham, Moses and the Prophets were, 
doubtless, good men who enjoyed the 
favor of Heaven and were peculiarly 
blessed of God, but, then, they lived in 
barbarous times, were rude and un- 
lished, and ignorant of a great many 
important things understood now by 
professors of religion! The Apostles 
were with Jesus, heard his teachings 
and received from him Divine know- 
ledge, power and authority, but they 
were nearly all boorish in their man- 
ners, uneducated and rude of speech ; 
they lacked the refinement of this en- 
lightened age and were far behind these 
times of research and education in light 
and knowledge! Vain unbelief! these 
men whom you virtually despise, yet 
nominally revere, knew God—a know- 
ledge which all your boasted learning, 
refinement and polish cannot put you 
in possession of; and that knowledge 
circumscribes all that you ever knew 
or dreamed of knowing. 
Lamentable as the consequences of 
unbelief are, it is easy to show that it 
rings from the causes mentioned. 
For men to receive a principle or a 
series of principles which they have 
not believed before, is to admit that 
they were ignorant. This, vanity has 
an objection todo. Men will receive, 
_ without hesitation, a theory emanating 
from a source they are accustomed to 
respect and receive teachings from; but 
if it comes from one with which they 
are on a level, or to which they imagine 
themselves superior, they will dispute 
it, dogmatize and resort to any means 
to crush it. When any of the learned 
or scientific men of the world advance a 
theory, it is met by other learned or 
scientific men and disputed, while the 
mass range themselves under the 
leadership of the contending chieftains, 
or stand by and view the contest with 
indifference. Vanity prompts the 
attackers to oppose that which has not 
emanated from themselves. To admit 
it would be to admit they were in error, 
and to own that others whom they des- 
pised or affected to despise knew some- 


re 
to believe them or those who declatt 
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Scientific and learned men have ere 


been the most bitter and determined 
opponents of those who have enriched 
the learning of the world with th 
brightest gems that sparkle in its regalis 
of knowledge. 

But what certainty is there that we 
will not be deceived if we believe the 
testimony of the servants of God, or 
those who bear record that he has sent 
them? Just the same that there isin 
receiving the testimony of any teacher 
of the exact sciences. By the applica. 
tion of each principle in any science we 
test its truthfulness and ascertain its 
value. Two mathematicians, residing 
at opposite poles, though they had never 
seen or even heard of each other, can, 
by the application of mathematiedl 
principles, produce like results on any 
given point. Two musicians, no matter 
where they may live, can from the sam 
notes and measure written in the same 
key, produce alike harmony, and when 
brought together not a jarring or dit- 
cordant sound will be heard. The 
principles of salvation are as scientif- 
cally classified, and in their 1 
produce ascertain results, as the prind- 
ples of any science known. In faci, 
when properly understood, the Gospd 
will be found to circumscribe and em- 
brace all sciences. Two, ten or a thou- 
sand individuals, who never heard 0 
each other, who lived in lands the mos 
remote from each other and were real 
under circumstances the most oppsllé 
by the application of its initiatory prin: 
ciples are in a position to esl 
of the results, and know its trnthfulnes! 
equally as much as he who has ad- 
vanced an equal length in the stuly 
and application of any science. _—_, 

With such certainty attending 4 
why, then, is it, that mankind gaia 
sistently reject its principles and 


them? Because, to do so would be 
admit that the learning, the lip-w0 
the ceremonials and the 
ostensibly dedicated to the service 
God are foolishness before him. It i 
a trial of the world, of no slight natar 
to send to it, as its teachers, men Gi" 
from the humblest walks of life. Mi 
a trial of the men sent, of 4 
important character, to make ae 
humble and illiterate as they ™4J 


thing of which they were in ignorance. | 


when called, the bearers of a me 
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from the God of heaven which embraces 
the salvation or condemnation of a 
world. If they continue humble, and 
are not lifted up in the pride of their 
own hearts, vainly imagining they are 
some great personages of themselves, 
and eome off conquerors, they are 
worthy to be exalted in the presence of 
God; and if mankind would rise supe- 
rior to vanity and foolish pride, and 
hearken to their words, they would 
make themselyes worthy to become 
possessors of the blessings which ac- 
company obedience to the Gospel. But 
the testimony of the servants of God is 
borne with such assurance, and comes 


life without thinking of, caring for, oF 


supported by such irrefragable evidence 
of the Divine source from which it has 
emanated, that nothing but determined 
opposition to light can continue in 
unbelief; and they who reject it are 
justly condemned for spurning the 
offered mercy with all its giorious con- 
comitants of blessings, light and know- 
ledge leading on to eternal happiness 
and life in the mansions of everlasting 
felicity. 

Unbelief permeates the whole mass 


of society. It sits enthroned in the 
high places of the earth; it peeps from 
under the bishop’s lawn, and lurks 
beneath the ermine of the judge; it 
influences the legislatures of nations, 
while the executives are ruled by it in | 
their official capacity. And, “as with 
the priest so with the people ;” the 
teachers of the people being given over 
to unbelief, it is no wonder that the 
multitude should be the victims of a 
like infidelity. 

But, what is the nature of this un- 
belief, and what are its consequences ? 
It is not that men do not believe, but 
that they do not believe aright. They 
do not believe in, nor exercise faith in 
the God they profess to worship. He 
18 a God of power, of revelation, of life, 
Peace and happiness. But men seek 
eer from other sources ; they pursue 
alter knowledge and do not desire to 
‘ave revelation from him. Instead of 

€ they hunt after death, and endeavor 
Pass the destruction of each 
aiaes ; they cultivate war and reap its 
pe imstead of laboring for peace 
They buy and sell, eat 

» Wage wars and patch up 
Peaces, enact laws and enforce thei, 


follow all the multiplied pursuits of 
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in any way recognizing the existence of 
the Lord Sohovan.* Christendom might 
as well make to itself idols of wood and 
stone, strong as the statement ma 

appear—idols that could not speak and 
had none of the powers which the 


lowest of the animal creation are en- | 


dowed with, as to continue to profess- 
edly believe in a Being towards whom 
it manifests the most flagrant infidelity. 
The seaman who would push to sea in 
his vessel, perhaps an old and leaky 
one, while the storm-signal was hoisted 
announcing the approaching tempest, 
would manifest no greater folly than 
the inhabitants of the earth display in 
refusing to believe the warnings deli- 
vered which foretell impending desola- 
tions. He might refuse to believe be- 
cause he could not understand the 
principles by which another obtained 
the knowledge, but his wiser com- 
panions would remember former in- 
stances in which the warning signal 
had been the means of saving their 
lives, through their remaining in port 
till the storm had passed, and would 


shake their heads at his madness as he ~ 


steered his frail craft in the track of 
threatened destruction. The human 
fainily to-day, despite the plain warn- 


ings again and again repeated and in 


many instances terribly fulfilled, reject 
the voice that speaks to them sounds of 
salvation. They cannot, nay, they will 
not understand the principles by which 
others can tell of approaching danger 
and point out the way to avoid it, and 
they will not believe. Yet they could 
know for themselves, as surely as those 
who are endowed with the spirit of 
prophecy, if they would shake off their 
unbelief and keep the commandments 
of God in humility and faithfulness. 
History may be searched in vain for & 
parallel to the determined infidelity 
evinced not only by the inhabitants 

the United States, | 
generally, with regard to the prects, 
American struggle and the results that’ 
will spring from it. The declaration of 
the Savior foretelling the destruction oF 
Jerusalem was not anything like as. 
generally known as the revelation by 
the Prophet Joseph foroselling the 
sent war. It could not be, for ¢ ere 
were not the same facilities tor pubhe 
communicating and disseminating 54 


t by Christendom 
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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH, 
(Continued from page 136.) 


Wednesday, 31.—Elder Amasa Ly- 
man arrived in Nauvoo. 

The following from the Governor 
appeared in the Neighbor :— 


‘‘7O THE PEOPLE OF WARSAW, IN HAN- 
COCK COURTY. 


I am continually informed of your pre- 
parations and threats to renew the war 
and exterminate the ‘Mormons.’ One 
would suppose that you ought to rest 
satisfied with what you have already 
done. | 

The ‘Mormon’ leaders, if they ever re- 
sisted the law, have submitted to its 
authority. They have surrendered the 

public arms, and appeared to be ready to 

o anything required to nake atonement 
for whatever wrong may have been done. 

Since the assassination of their two 
principal leaders, under circumstances 
well calculated to inflame their passions 
and drive them to excesses for the pur- 
poses of revenge, they Rave been entirely 
peaceful and submissive, and have 
patiently awaited the slow operation of 
the laws to redress the wrongs of which 
they complained. There has been no 
retaliation, no revenge, and, for anything 
I can ascertain, there will be none. 

Those of your people who are charged 
with being the most hostile to them have 
lived, if they knew it, in perfect security 
from illegal violence. 

I am anxious for a pacification of your 
difficulties. You cannot drive out or ex- 
terminate the ‘Mormons.’ Such an 
effort would be madness, and would not 
be permitted by the people of the State. 
You cannot be sustained in it either by 
force or law. You are binding yourselves 
to your weakness, and keeping up an 
‘agitation which must fail of the purpose 

intended and recoil with terrible energy 
upon your own heads. 

I exhort you to reconsider your infatu- 
ated resolutions. Try your ‘Mormon’ 
neighbors again, and if you cannot dwell 
together in amity, you may at least re- 
frain from injuring each other. 

From the moderation of the ‘Mormons,’ 
under what they conceive to be the deep- 
est injury, you might well hope that if 
they ever entertained designs inconsistent 
with your liberty and happiness, that 
those designs have been abandoned. 
They are also interested in preserving the 


ace. 
It is not natural to suppose that they, 


any more than yourselves, wish to live ip 
continual alarm, They hope for quietness, 
and will be sohoetal and submissive in 
order to enjoy it. But you are continu. 
ally driving them to desperation by an 
insane course of threatening and hostility, 
and depriving yourselves of peace by the 
same means used to disquiet them. 

If I have said anything severe in this 
address, I pray you attribute it to my 
deep conviction that your course is in- 
proper and unwarrantable. Such is the 
opinion of the people at large in the State 
and all over the country. 

From being right in the first instance 
you have put yourselves in the wrong, and 
there are none who sustain you. As men 
of sense you are bound to see, if you will 
open your eyes, that you cannot effect 
your purposes. Nevertheless, you are 
sull training and drilling, and keeping 
together, and threatening a renewal of 
the war. | 

I have said to you often that you can- 
not succeed ; by this time you ought to 


see it yourselves. What can your small 


force do against two thousand armed 
men, entrenched in a city, and defending 
themselves, their wives and their children? 

Besides, if you are the aggressors, [ am 
determined that all the power of the State 
shall be used to prevent your success. I 
can never agree that a set of infatuated 
and infuriated men shall barbarously 
attack a peaceful people who have sub- 
mitted to all the demands of the law, and 
when they had full power to do so, re 
frained from inflicting vengeance up0l 
their enemies. You may count on my 
most determined opposition—upon the 
opposition of the law, and upon that of 


every peaceful, law-abiding citizen of the | 


country. 

This is not spoken in anger. God 
knows I would do no injury unless com- 
pelled to do so to sustain the laws. But 
mob violence must be put down. Its 
threatening the whole country W! 
anarchy and ruin. It is menacing ou 
fair form of Government, and destroying 
the confidence of the patriot in the inst- 
tutions of his country. 

I have been informed that the ‘Mor- 
mons’ about Lima and Macedonia have 
been warned to leave the settlements. 
They have a right fo we 
their property. As long as they 
sition the pie not be molested, and 
the sooner those misguided persons W 
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draw their warni 


better it be for them. 
‘Tomas Forp. 
July 25, 1844. 
Thursday, August 1.—The remains 


of the deceased Hider Samuel H. Smith 
were interred this morning at 10 a.m. 

We extract the following from his 
obituary 

‘Samuel Harrison Smith, the fourth 
son of Joseph and Lucy, was born in the 
town of Tunbridge, Orange Co., Vermont, 
on the 13th day of March, 1808. 

In his early life he assisted his father 
in farming. He possessed a religious 
turn of mind, and at an early age joined 
the Presbyterian church, to i sect he 
belonged until he visited his brother 
Joseph in May, 1829, when Joseph in- 
formed him that the Lord was about to 
commence his Latter-day Work. | 

He also showed him that part of the 
Book of Mormon which he had translated, 
and labored to persuade him concerning 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ which was 
about to be revealed in its fulness. _ 

Samuel was not, however, very easily 
persuaded of these things; but after 
much inquiry and explanation he retired 
and prayed that he might obtain from the 
Lord wisdom to enable him to judge for 
himself ; the result was that he obtained 
revelation for himself sufficient to con- 
vince him of the truth of the testimony of 
his brother Joseph. 

On the 15th day of May, 1829, having 
been commanded of the Lord, Joseph 
Smith and Oliver Cowdery were baptized, 
and as they were returning from the water 
to the house, they overheard Samuel en- 
gaged in secret prayer. Joseph said that 
he considered that a sufficient testimony 
of his being a fit subject for baptism ; and 
“dl they had now received authority to 

ptize, they spoke to Samuel upon the 
subject, and he went straightway to the 
ao with them, and was baptized by 

liver Cowdery, he being the third person 
baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ 
in the last dispensation. 

& was one of the ei i 
the Book of Mormon. eight witnesses of 
Poe Was present at the organization of 
ry tape April 6, 1830, and was one 
th ¢ six who at that time constituted 
wir a of the Church. He was 
April, ig the Priesthood on the 6th of 

On the 30th of June followi 
of the Church, 
nr of Mormon and started out on his 
by his L to which he had been set a 

tother Joseph, and on travelli 
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his principles. 


151 


twenty-five miles, which was his first 
day’s journey, he sto at a number of 
Places in order to is books, but' was 
turned out of doors as Soon as he declared 


‘When evening came on he was faint 
and almost discouraged ; but coming to 
an inn, which was surrounded with ever 

pearance of plenty, he called to see if 
the landlord would buy one of his books, 
On going in, Samuel inquired of him if he 
did not wish to purchase a history of the 
origin of the Indians. 

‘T do not know,’ replied the host, ‘ how 
did you get hold of it ? | 

‘It was translated,’ rejoined Samuel, 
‘by my brother, from some gold plates 
that he found buried in the earth.’ 

‘You damned liar,’ cried the landlord, 
‘get out of my house—you shan’t stay 
one minute with your books.’ 

Samuel was sick at heart, for this was 
the fifth time he had been turned out of 
doors that day. He left the house and 
travelled a short distance, and washed his 
feet in a small brook as a testimony against 
the man. 

He then proceeded five miles further on 
his journey, and seeing an apple tree a — 
short distance from the road, he conclu- 
ded to pass the night under it ; and here 
he lay all night upon the cold, damp 


ground. 7 
In the morning he arose from his com- 


fortless bed, and observing a small cottage 
at no great distance, he drew near, hoping 
to get a little refreshment. The only’ 
inmate was a widow, who seemed very 
poor. He asked her for food, relating the 
story of his former treatment. She pre- 
pared him some victuals, and, after eat- 
ing, he explained to her the history of the 
Book of Mormon. She listened atten- 
tively, and believed all that he told her ; 
but, in consequence of her poverty, she 
was unable to purchase one of the books. 
He presented her with one, and proceeded. 
to Bloomington, which was eight miles 
further. 

Here he stopped at the house of one 
Jobn P. Greene, who wasa Methodist 
preacher and was at that time about 
starting on a preaching mission, He, 
like the others, did not wish to make a 
purchase of what he considered at that 
time to be a nonsensical fable ; however, 
he said that he would take a subscription 
paper, and if he found any one on his 
route who was disposed to purchase, he 
would take his name, and in two weeks 
Samuel might call again, and he would 
let him know what the prospect was of 
selling. After making this arrangement, 
Samuel left one of his books with him 


= 
| 
and returned home, 
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At the time appointed, Samuel started | They turned aside, and meeting a citi- 
again for the Rev. John P. Greene’s, in | zen of the place they inquired of him to 
order to learn the success which this | what extent this disease prevailed. He 
a oweag had met with in finding sale for | answered that the tavern- eeper and two 

e Book of Mormon. This time his | of his family had died with it not long 
father and mother accompanied him, and | since, but he did not know that any one 
it was their intention to have passed near | else had caught the distemper, and that 
the tavern where Samuel was so abusively | it was brought into the neighborhood by 
treated a fortnight previous, but just /a traveller who stopped at the tavem 
before they came to the house a sign of | over night. 
small-pox intercepted them. 


(Te be continued. ) 
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WISE POLICY IN EMIGRATING. 

Ir is with great pleasure that we insert the letter from Elder Joseph W. Young, 
which our present number contains. His lengthy and extensive experience in all 
matters pertaining to the emigration of the Saints across the Plains, enables him 
to speak as an authority on the matters which he has mentioned in his letter. 
We perused it with delight, for we know that every suggestion he makes in it is 
true, and exceedingly appropriate to the Saints who emigrate from Europe. 
These suggestions deserve to be written in letters of gold and hung up in the 
habitation of every Saint who desires to emigrate. Our own experience 
emigration has made us acquainted with the difficulties which the Elders who 
act as agents for the Church on the frontiers have to contend with in arranging 
for the transport of the Saints across the Plains. It may sound unpleasant to 
the ears of some, but many of the Saints who leave this country are really 4 
inexperienced as children, while their age and experience in other matters 
interfere with their receiving counsel, from those who do understand, as children 
would receive it. Now, this isa point which cannot be dwelt upon too much 
with the Saints, namely, the necessity of their listening to the counsel of those who 
have experience in all matters connected with the emigration, and who have been 
appointed to stand as counsellors to the Saints. Those who strictly follow the 
instructions of the men who are appointed to counsel them in all these matters, 
save themselves a vast amount of trouble, anxiety and expense. It is frequently 
the case in emigration as it is in other matters,—there is a penny-wise and 
_ pound-foolish policy adopted which is always attended with evil results. People 
are blinded by their selfishness, and, instead of taking a course that will promote 
their interests, they overreach themselves and are the losers in the end. 

How often must the Saints be told that a narrow, selfish policy is ever pr 
ductive of evil results, especially when adopted by members of this Church? 
If the Saints would prosper, they must dismiss the spirit or feeling from their 
minds which would prompt them to labor and contrive with an eye single to thelr 
own glory instead of the glory of God. The men or women in this Church wh? 
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would take advantage of and abuse the kindness of their brethren and sisters in 
Zion, who furnish teams and provisions to carry the poor up to the Mountains 
from the Missouri River, by spending the money they may have to spare, over 
and above that which is necessary to take them to Florence, in the purchase of 
articles which they can dispense with and which are not absolutely essential to 
the ordinary care of the body, are unworthy to go to Zion; and, if they should 
reach there, and continue te cherish the feelings which lead them to do such 
things, they will, sooner or later, apostatize. Their wretchedly mean and 
accursed selfishness will lead them out of the Church. The men or the women 
in this Church in. whose minds the care of self is the all-engrossing thought— 
who care naught for the welfare of their brethren and sisters and the great Work 
of God with which they are nominally connected, beyond the promptings of self- 
interest—witness unto’God, angels and to men, by their actions, that they have 
neither lot nor part in this Work. No person can retain the Spirit of God any 


length of time in whose bosom this degrading and contemptible selfishness is 


the predominant feeling. 

Disobedience to the counsels of the servants of God has produced wretched- 
ness, misery and destruction in other days, and it will also in thesedays. Achan, 
the son of Carmi, of the tribe of Judah, proved this when he coveted and took 
from among the spoils of Jericho, after Joshua had forbidden the people to take 
any of the spoils to themselves, ‘a goodly Babylonish garment” and some silver 
and gold, and hid them in his tent; and Saul, also, the King of Israel, when he 
spared Agag, King of Amalek, and the best of the sheep and oxen and other 
animals, contrary to the positive counsel of the Lord given through Samuel, his 
servant. In the case of Achan, he and his sons and daughters, with his oxen, 
his asses and his sheep, were stoned by Israel with stones, and then they, with the 
property he had taken and secreted and his tent and all that he had, were all 
burned with fire, because by his disobedience ke had troubled Israel and caused 
them to receive a serious repulse from their enemies, attended with loss of life. 
In the case of Saul, his disobedience was punished by the Lord rending the 
kingdom of Israel from him and giving it unto his neighbor: none of his seed 
ever occupied his throne. 

We feel it to be our duty to earnestly warn the Saints throughout these Missions 
upon all these points connected with emigration, for we know that they are of 
the utmost importance unto them. Were you to accumulate any imaginable 
quantity of fine clothing or other superfluous articles, and have them carried 
through for you to the Valley—if, in doing so, you should spend means that 
should be used in paying your way and in assisting in the gathering of Israel— 
they would not be a benefit to you, and in a short time, if you maintained your 
connection with the people of God, you would be no richer in worldly substance 
than if you had gone into the Valley possessed only of “strong hearts and 
Willing hands.” 

_ The wise man said,—“ There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth ; and there 
18 that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” The principle 
- very applicable to the Latter-day Saints in their gathering. All that dis- 
inguishes this people from the rest of mankind, and that causeth their increase 
im worldly substance, is the blessing of the Lord. If we, as a people, forfeit our 
claim to this blessing through disobedience, how can we expect to prosper any 
more than the rest of mankind? We know it is difficult for people brought up — 
in the midst of Babylon to divest themselves of the traditions of Babylon. In 
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should remain faithful to my God, and be worthy of the blessings which I should reap 
here by my association with the gathered of Israel. I felt to praise God’s holy name that 
I had been brought here in safety, where peace and love prevail. I felt, too, that there 
was a double necessity for my actions to agree with the covenants which I had entered 
into with my God. | 

“There are many things which you will want here, and that are hard to be obtained 
without money; therefore, you would do well to save what you conveniently can. There 
are things which should be purchased before or on your arrival at Florence (that is, of 
course, if you have the means to do so), that you will need on the way and when you get 
here. But do not act upon every edvice you may receive, for I know you will find plenty 
to do if you carrv every little thing that so re people discover they want. We were well 
supplied by the Church with the substantials during our journey from Florence to Great 
Salt Lake City. The way in which the Saints, who do not possess the means to go 
through independently, are helped is excellent, and our appreciation for such a privilege 
cannot be too deep. The fact of three hundred teams being sent over a thousand miles 
at the expense of our brethren in Zion is a great blessing to the Saints. There is no 
community on the earth among which there is so strong a desire to help one another as 
there is among this people. The Saints cannot do better than to hasten from Babylon 
: = embrace the glorious privilege which, in this manner, is afforded to them in reaching 

ion. 

‘** Remember us all to our acquaintances in Liverpool and those of the Saints who take 

an interest in our welfare.” 3 


NEWS FROM HOME. 
' Through the kindness of Elder John C. Graham, of this office, we are enabled 
to present our readers with the following Message of the Governor of the State 
of Deseret to the General Assembly. It came enclosed to brother Graham in3 
letter from Elder John Lindsay :— 
‘““MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF DESERET. 


> 


“ To the Senate and House of Representatives convened in General Assembly :— 

‘“*Gentlemen,— Permit me to congratulate you upon the favorable circumstanc’s 
under which, through the blessings of Israel’s God, you are again permitted to 
assemble in your Legislative capacity. 

‘So soon as practicable after your adjournment on the 17th of April last, out 
Senators elect, the Hons. William H. Hooper and George Q. Cannon, proceeded 
to Washington, presented to Congress the Constitution and aecompacying 
Memorials, and, in connection with the Hon. John M. Bernhisel, Representative 
elect and our Territorial Delegate, labored assiduously for the admission of 
Deseret into the family of States. But Congress, during its last session, w% 
heavily burdened with duties pertaining to the conduct of the war then and still 


being omg for the restoration of the Union, and, so far as I have been I 
advised, took no action upon our petition. | “ae 
“On the 22nd ultimo, the Hon. James M. Ashley, of Ohio, Chairman of they, 
House Committee on Territories, reported enabling acts, one for each Torrter} Wag 
(as required by said committee), for the admission of Nebraska, Colorado, Uta fron 
and Nevada, which, on the motion of Mr. Ashley, were referred to the Committegmy ter 
on Territories. This action clearly indicates a wise abandonment by the House" h 
of the former irrelevant question in regard to population, and justly rests the att 
admission of a Territory upon its capability for self-government and its Repub Clog 
lican form of Constitution. The Hons. W. H. Hooper and J. M. Bernhisel arqgggn g 
now in Washington diligently lending their efforts toward a favorable acti tere 
upon our petition for admission or the passage of an enabling act, as their judge ne 
ment and the circumstances may most favor. Work 
“ Beyond cavil, it is the inherent and indefeasible right of American citizens Gig tts 
enjoy the untrammeled privilege of self-government; still we prefer, as hither! ty 


to conform with leng-established usages, trusting that even those usages ¥ 
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soon concede to us the rights of self-government so pa. withheld. Be this as it 
may, it now devolves upon you to institute sach further legislation, if any he 
needed, as may be requisite to enable either yourselves or your constituents to 
promptly improve upon such action as Oongress may take in the premises, with 
the hope that ere long we also will be privilege with those Constitutional 
franchises pertaining to a State Government so justly our due, and for which we 
have so long and so patiently waited and so loyally petitioned. +.* 

“In accordance with a requirement in our Constitution, devolving upon me the 
duty of communicating to you ‘the condition of the State,’ I take pleasure in 
informing you that, notwithstanding the great amount and wide-spread extent of 
losses in hay, grain, roads, bridges, &c., by the unprecedented floods of the past 
ear, still, through the indomitable industry, energy and perseverance of the 
people, with the blessings of Heaven upon their labors, our prosperity is cheering 
to ourselves and a marvel to the temporary sojourner and passing traveller. In 
addition to a rapid home increase, our population has been swelled the past 
season hy the addition of several thousands immigrating to our peaceful Valleys 
lot BM to lend their aid to promote human progress and extend the area of human rights. 
nf MN Our southern settlements have been strengthened by a large addition of 
ke Ma (ficient settlers, and bid fair to soon supply us with an abundance of cotton and 

other products of warm climes. Much valuable machinery for manufacturing 
purposes, especially for the manufacture of wool, was imported during the paat 
season; and it is estimated by good judges that during the same period imported 
merchandise fell seven-tenths below the previous customary amounts. This is 
certainly very encouraging, and should incite us to renewed efforts for hastening 
the time of our commercial independence, 

“Gentlemen, tendering you my cordial co-operation in every measure you ma 
led AM deem necessary for promoting the public welfare, and cheerfully proffering suc 
ate HMM information as I may from time to time deem conducive to aiding you in the 
» 4 fmm Performance of your official duties, I invoke upon your acts and deliberations the 
— of Him who ever guideth aright, and in whose hands is the destiny of 

nations. 


Young. 
- “Great Salt Lake City, Jan. 19th, 1863.” 
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ive DESERET. | devoted to the building of the 
Ol . kingdom. I hardly think I will be sent 
Lake City, U.T., to the frontier hin but, whether 
till | an. 17, 1863. _| I go or not, I feel like offering you a 


ss he Brother George Q. Cannon,—I | few suggestions relative to emigration 
oman your welcome letter, written | matters. In the first place, I will speak 
. er return from the Continent, and | of those who leave Europe expecting to 
fom he to hear such cheering news| be picked up at Florence by Church 
hare | ¢ Missions, particularly where [| teams. They do not generally under- 
bees re It always gives me joy | stand their duties to themselves or the 
latter the of God’s great | Church. Many persons.who have been 

closely 4y Work. One who has been so | helped to this country bring with them ~ 
in othar ected with brother George | a large amount of fine clothing, and can 
ware Israel is sure to be in-| outshine any of the wives or daughters 
MAYS toh, his labors, and I rejoice | of those who furnish teams — and 
Work is vo from you. My summer’s| means to bring them here. My opinion 
ttisfacti» osed, and, I believe, to the | is, that when they begin to make pre- 
at sb of our beloved Captain. | parations to gather, they count the 
8 before me to do I know not, | money gor an to bring them to 

and 


mt care, so that my feeble labors are | Florence, they may have over 
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thie sum they expend in clothing, de- 
pending on the Church to provide for all 
their wants from the hour they land in 
Florence until they are put down in the 
Valley, and frequently for months after- 
wards. They do not seem to realize 
that it is their duty to do all they can, 
to the last penny, before they have claim 
upon the pe ig of their brethren. 
Last year the Perpetual Emigration 
Fund paid out some twelve thousand 


dollars for food, and three to four thou- 


sand dollars for passages from New 
York to Florence (including extra 
luggage) besides all the other expenses 
of teams, tents, &c. I will relate you 
one circumstance. I offered one family 
of three persons a good wagon, two 

oke of cattle, their provisions for the 

lains and good comfortable clothing to 
last thém the journey (in value say 
four hundred dollars), if they would 
give in their boxes and contents, but 
they would not doit. Still the family 
came by the Fund. Again, our people 
come upon those Plains without neces- 
sary clothing for themselves and children 
(plenty of clothing, but too good to be 
worn upon the Plains); they suffer and 
their children are cold; they suffer on 
the read, and their constitutions are 


impaired for life. All is charged to the 


hardships in gathering to Zion, instead of 
to their own folly. hen will we learn 
wisdom? Much is to be blamed upon 
those who would be friends here, but 
for lack of wisdom make themselves 
enemies. They write to friends :— 
“ Bring this, bring that, you can buy it 


so cheap there, and here it is very 
dear.” Nonsense. I say to the Saints, 
Bring yourselves, with strong hands 


and willing hearts, and you are rich. 
But do not accumulate a great debt 
upon yourselves by bringing a great 
amount of fine dresses, ribbons and 
ewgaws. The man who is in debt is 
in bondage. Then, I say to the Saints, 
Come as free as possible. | 

Now for the independent wing of the 
emigration. The same fault exists with 
regard to that as with those of whom 
I have spoken. An inordinate desire 
to spend the last dollar, before the 
owner gets where he most needs it, 
prevails, Buy this, buy that, until 
the luggage accumulates to twice the 
amount the team ordered should haul 
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| know, many of those who order teams, 
&c., fail to have means enough to seitls 
their accounts with the agent at 
Florence, leaving the business with g 
number of small accounts unsettled 
and which cost more to collect here than 
they are worth. Besides, they are over. 
loaded ; their teams give out long before 
the journey is completed, and, cf course, 
the agent must be to blame for not 
getting better cattle—in fact, for not 
doing impossibilities. Now, no person 
should ever be led to believe that two 
yoke of cattle can haul over these 
Plains over 16 cwt. Any man who 
tells the Saints different from this 
certainly has but little experience on 
the Plains. Here, again, 
are to blame. They write to England 
thus :—‘ Bring you a stove by all 
means.” ‘“ Bring you a good lot of 
family goods and groceries; they are 
scarce here, and, if you do not need all, 
you can make money bringing to sell. 
Freighting pays well, &c. Never mind 
what the agents tell you, they are after 
the money.” Now, where is the ad- 
vantage in freighting a hundred pounds 
more than a team ought to take, —. 
thereby fifteen or twenty dollars an 
using up a yoxe of cattle worth 4 
hundred dollars in doing so? And if 
our brethren cannot believe those who 
are sent to counsel and guide them, 
what is the use of their gathering a 
all? True, errors have been made, and 
by the best of men, but as fast as those 
errors are found out they are corrected. 
What more can a people ask ? | 
Everything moves on gloriously 1 
these peaceful Valleys. We have 4 
battalion of Uncle’s gallants camped 
on the bench. How long they wi 
remain depends altogether on g0 
behavior. I suppose they came to elp 
our Granny Harding to relieve suffer- 
ing females from the awful curse 0 
Polygamy. But the only circumstance 
that has transpired to give sorrow to 
our sympathizing community was ™ 
accident which happened his Excellency 
a few weeks ago. While he as 
endeavoring to inflict a chastisemen 
upon a neighbor’s rooster for 
pharality propensities he tripped 
fell, fracturing, as I am told, a Jim) 
Suffice to say that he has been out « 
little since. Our new theatre 1s in 


over the plains, And, as you well 


blast, and is a credit to the builder 9” 
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those who ae their talents upon its children, but I trust Spring will remove 


_ Itis holiday season, and every- | that. | 
ay if ‘they are not they} trust you are in good health, as also 
ought to be. sister C. and my cousin Brigham; in 

Our beloved President is in good fact, all the boys. My love to them all. 


health, as are also our friends generally. sige bg! ok always.—Your brother 


There is considerable sickness among 


Joseru W. Youna. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Exctanp.—The principal topic oceupying the public attention at present is 
the approaching marriage of the Prince of Wales and the Princess © Alexandra 
of Denmark, which is to take place on the 10th inst. The principal municipal 


bodies throughout the nation are making preparations to give public expression 
to their loyalty on the occasion. A third relief ship, for the Lancashire distress, 
has reached Liverpool. 

France.—The Paris correspondents of the various London papers have noticed 
that a feeling is prevailing in the French capital that an European war is pend- 
ing, the insurrectionary movement in Poland being the producing cause. France 
sympathizes “with her ancient by unfortunate allies.” Both the London and 
Paris papers have treated the subject at considerable length in leaders. 

Presstt.—The Prussian police authorities have requested, or rather ordered, - 
the editors of the different newspapers not to make any mention of the measures 
which may be taken by Government against the Polish insurgents. The follow- 
ing is the text of the resolution about to be introduced into the Prussian Chamber 
upon the subject of the convention with Russia:—‘ The interest of Prussia 
demands that the Government, in presence of the insurrection which has broken 
out in the kingdom of Poland, should accord no aid in favour of either the 
Russian Government or the insurgents; consequently, that it should not permit 
i of the’ combatants to enter Prussian territory without being instantly dis- 
arme 

PoanD.—Engagements continue to take place between the insurgents and the 
Russian troops with varying results. A despatch from Katowitz, dated 24th 
Feb., says,—‘* The latest intelligence received here states that an engagement 
between the insurgents and the Russians, lasting a i of eight hours, has 
taken place near Kutno. The Russians were put to flight, and took refuge'upon 

russian territory.” 

AmericA.—Preparations are being made for an attack on Mccnigyta g and to 
attempt the capture of Charleston. ic is expected that Vicksburg will be the 
scene of the next great battle. The blockade of Charleston has been restored. 

¢ Legislatures of several States have adopted resolutions of diverse characters 
relative to the war, evincing much disunion of sentiment with regard to it. A 
misunderstanding is reported between Mr. Seward and M. Mercier, the French 
Ambassador at Sudiaeten, relating to the visit of the latter to Richmond. M. 
Mercier states that Mr. Seward had expressed a desire on the part of the Federal 

overnment for peace, which Mr. Seward emphatically denies. The New Jersey 
islature has appointed commissioners to proceed to Richmond, for the purpose 
of inviting the Southern States to join in a national convention. The Illinois 

*gislature has passed a resolution that, as the Canal Bill was defeated in 

ongress, the Governor be authorized to appoint commissioners to the Canadian 

cement to apply for the improvement of transportation to the Atlantic. The 
i ederate Congress has passed a resolution directing a committee to inquire 
. the expediency of passing a bill providing that negroes captured from the 

‘my shall be returned to their owners, and those having no masters should be 


ae raise a fund to reimburse citizens who have lost their slaves through the 
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